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From the bare statistics it would
appear that UN peacekeeping is a
growth industry. In the current year it

will spend more than $7 billion on
deploying more than 90,000
peacekeepers around the world as part of
16 missions. These figures make the UN
the second largest active military force on
the planet, after the US armed forces.
That represents a 60% increase in the
number of peacekeepers on active duty
compared to at the turn of the century.
This is something of a renaissance for UN
peacekeeping after the crisis of the
1990s. 

However, the UN faces major challenges
in its current peacekeeping operations
and there is considerable uncertainty
about whether the organization has the
capacity to take on new missions. 

At a recent conference at the Royal
United Services Institute in London to
mark the International Day of UN
Peacekeepers, Dr Bruce Jones, Director
Centre for International Co-operation,

University of New York, said the UN had
to “pull up its socks up” of the
organization might “enter cycle of bust”.

On the immediate horizon, the UN’s major
peacekeeping missions in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Darfur and Sudan
face intractable harassment from local
forces, are struggling to get nations to
contribute troops and have to deal with
widespread humanitarian crisis across
their mission areas. The underlying lack of
political solutions to the conflicts in these
regions means the UN peacekeepers can
only limit the fallout from them rather than
bring a lasting solution.

Dr Jones, who has served as a high level
official of the UN, commented that the
revamped UN mission in Lebanon offered
many lessons and a potential route to
enhance UN peacekeeping capabilities
world wide. He described this mission
and “important innovation” that involved
the UN in nation building in an
unprecedented way.

While the UN has managed to reform
many of the technical aspects of setting
up and running peacekeeping missions,
Dr Jones made the case that only if the
UN is able to employ diplomacy and
political influence to resolve the underlying
causes of conflicts and disputes will
peacekeepers to able to secure success
on the ground.

“Peacekeeping has to be integrated to a
political process” said Dr Jones. “We
have co-ordination of political, economic
and military arms of UN”. 

As UN intervention between warring
states is now a relatively rare
phenomenon and many UN missions
take-place within so-called failed states,
he said the organization had to apply
itself to rebuilding governments and
societies ripped apart by conflict. He
identified  transitional security, the under
pin national political institutions and
security sector reform  as key areas for
the UN. “We have look at ways to take
force out of politics” he said.

FUTURE CHALLENGES FOR UN
PEACEKEEPING
Tim Ripley considers the prospects for UN peacekeeping missions over the
coming decade as the global economic crisis continues, the international
order evolves and a new administration settles into the White House.
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While it is difficult to predict where the
next crisis or conflict will require the
deployment of a UN peacekeeping force,
it is increasingly apparent that as
international diplomatic efforts to resolve
the Arab-Israeli dispute are gaining
momentum under the leadership of US
President Barak Obama. With US and
NATO forces still committed in strength to
the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
only international organization with the
capability and capacity to mount a major
peacekeeping operation to underpin any
peace deal between the Israelis and
Palestinians is the UN. 

Such a mission would involve the UN in
the strategic heart of the Middle East and
place the fate of a major international

peace agreement in its hands. Although
the final shape of any peacekeeping
mission in Palestine is still very nebulous,
it would undoubtedly be very complex
and involve many peacekeeping
disciplines. These could range from
monitoring borders and airspace,
rebuilding Palestinian society and its
security forces as well assisting in
humanitarian aid operations and
economic reconstruction. 

The strategic importance of such a
mission would mean that European
countries are likely to be the main
contributors to such as force, as was the
case in Lebanon in 2006. This means the
UN force would be well resourced and
have access to the best human resources

in European armed forces and foreign
ministries. In itself this goes a long way
raising the chances of the mission will be
successful.  

While the outcome of President Obama’s
drive for peace in the Middle East is still
highly uncertain, it seems highly likely that
the UN will be called upon to help resolve
and ameliorate conflicts in Africa, Eastern
Europe and Asia. UN peacekeeping is still
has “strategic value” in such situation,
says Dr Jones. 

The Blue Helmets of the UN look like
being on duty in global ‘hot spots’ for
many years to come.
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Personnel (as at 31 March 2009)
• Uniformed personnel: 79,677

troops; 10,284 police and 2,366
military observers 92,327

• Countries contributing uniformed
personnel: 117

• International civilian personnel:
5,875

• Local civilian personnel: 12,961,
UNV Volunteers 2,231

• Total number of personnel serving in
16 peacekeeping operations: 13,376

• Total number of fatalities in peace
operations since 1948: 2,588

Financial Aspects 
• Approved budgets for the period

from 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009:
About $7.1 billion (Includes
requirements for the support
account for peacekeeping
operations and the UN Logistics
Base in Brindisi (Italy).)

• Estimated total cost of operations
from 1948 to 30 June 2008: About
$54 billion

• Outstanding contributions owed to
the UN by nations for peacekeeping:
About $1.75 billion

AT A GLANCE - 
UN PEACEKEEPING IN 2009 




